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Gunthorpe Parish Plan

1. Executive Summary

1. Village Plans were announced in the Rural White Paper ‘Our Countryside, Our 

Future’ in 2001 and set out a vision of how the community wants to develop over 

the next few years 

2. Gunthorpe’s Village Plan is important because it will influence a wide range of 

organisations and processes, affecting the lives of our village community

3. The Village Plan complements and helps deliver local planning policies and 

frameworks, influences housing and land management strategies and should 

contribute to the way our local services are managed and delivered

4. The Village Plan identifies the strategic actions needed to achieve it. 

5. The Parish Council asked for volunteers to join a Steering Committee and in 

March 2007 a number of people met for the first time with the objective of 

developing a Village Plan together with an Action Plan and presenting it to the 

Parish Council for approval and adoption before publication

6. Officers of Rural Community Action Nottinghamshire supported the Village Plan 

Steering Committee in the process

7. A questionnaire was distributed to all village households and two community 

events were held to identify priorities

8. Residents identified the following areas of strategic importance to the village: 

transport and traffic, the management of river waters, renewable energy and 

waste minimisation, riverside improvements, community facilities and 

communication. 

9. A number of community events were held to validate the substance and the 

strategy for the implementation of the Village Plan.

10. The Parish Council has approved and adopted this document. Each parish 

councillor will have an interest in a specific strategic part of the Village Plan and 

report on progress to the parish council at each parish council meeting. A 

Summary Report will be presented at the Annual Parish Meeting. 



2. Why do a Village Plan for

Gunthorpe?

• It is a means by which Gunthorpe’s voice can be heard and makes known those 

issues affecting our community

• It is an important document , affecting the way Gunthorpe develops over the 

next few years

• It promotes the changes that our village community wants to see at local level

• It identifies and prioritises key issues within our community 

• It is a mechanism that enables the village community to engage meaningfully 

with the local planning process and complements and helps deliver local 

planning policies and frameworks

• It should contribute to the way that local services are managed and delivered

• It is useful in influencing the maintenance and creation of community services 

and facilities and  feeding into district and county strategies, through Newark 

and Sherwood Local Strategic Partnerships 

• It is useful in identifying and planning actions that the local community can 

undertake itself 

• It will help to access funding for projects
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3. Introduction and background

Village Plans were announced in the Rural White Paper ‘Our Countryside, Our Future’ in

2001 and are intended to set out a vision of how the community wants to develop over

the next few years and identify the actions needed to achieve it. 

Although the Parish Council is responsible for producing the Village Plan and its planned

actions, it had to see that this was done through the community. With this in mind the

Parish Council asked for volunteers to join a Parish Plan Steering Committee and in Feb-

ruary 2007 they met for the first time with the objective of developing a Village Plan, in-

cluding a Strategic Action Plan, and presenting it to the Parish Council for approval and

adoption. 

The first few meetings were used to discover more about objectives and remit sup-

ported by Officers of the Rural Community Action Nottinghamshire.  The key task of the

steering committee during the summer of 2007 was to identify and gather the views

and opinions of as many people, groups, organisations and businesses as possible. At

the Village Gala an exhibition was held to provide information about the need for a Vil-

lage Plan.

Following this, committee members devised and distributed during the summer of 2007

a questionnaire to every household in the village. The effort was worthwhile because,

by the deadline set, 146 questionnaires were returned. These were then given to Rural

Community Action Nottinghamshire who produced a statistical analysis of the question-

naires for the committee to work from. The committee discussed the draft statistical

analysis and as a consequence a  ‘Summary Report’ was prepared, printed and distrib-

uted to all households, groups, organisations and businesses in the village. 

Based on the results of the questionnaire the committee started work on a draft Strate-

gic Action Plan and this was presented and discussed at a ‘ Community Planning

Event’ held in January 2008. This was well attended by the village community. 

The following month an open meeting was held with the representatives of the organi-

sations that contribute to the way local services are managed and delivered in Gun-

thorpe. Councillor Stewart, who was present, thanked everyone for their work so far on

the Village Plan and reminded the committee and residents that the challenge with Vil-

lage Plans is actually getting things done. ‘Indeed, moving on from a wish list and com-

munity expectations’ he went on to say.

A copy of the Strategic Action Plan was sent to a number of partners responsible for

services provided to the village asking for comments and observations on the actions

and timescales and seeking information on how they can support the delivery of Gun-

thorpe’s Village Plan.  

The Parish Council was involved at each stage of the process and approved the draft

Strategic Action Plan at its February 2008 meeting. A second event was held in April

2008 to validate with the community the substance and strategy for the implementa-

tion of the Village Plan. At its May 2008 meeting, the Parish Council formally agreed and

adopted the Village Plan. 

Local authorities are required to draw up ‘community strategies’ to promote or improve

the economic, social and environmental well being of the area. This Village Plan, which

is lodged with the District Council, gives Gunthorpe Parish Council the evidence to in-

form policy making by a range of organisations, from the local planning authority to po-

lice and transport bodies.
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4. Acknowledgements

Thanks are due to a large number of people and organisations throughout the village.
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ments, was drawn from a wide range of people that in some way represent the life of

the village. Members met monthly and gave freely of their time in researching, drafting

and organising activities, which were associated with the preparation of the docu-
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Don Hathaway

Andrew Hogan

Lesley Jeffery (chair) 

Brian Livermore

Richard Mills

Cam Pearson (deputy chair) 

Peter Platten

Alan Reed

Linda Robinson

Andy Robinson

Len Simmonds (Secretary)
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The committee was well supported in the process of developing the Village Plan by

Carola Jones and Martin Ellis from Rural Community Action Nottinghamshire, the Village

Hall Committee and the Parish Council.

The Nottinghamshire Community Foundation provided grant funding for the project, as

did Nottinghamshire County Council.

Finally, and most importantly, thanks are due to the residents of Gunthorpe village who

responded so well to the questionnaire and the community meetings. The exercise pro-

vided broad, interesting and useful information and allowed the development of the

Village Plan, which reflects the views of the community. It has also given the Parish

Council background information on areas of most concern to the village community. 



5. Gunthorpe Past

Ancient times - The village has a suspected henge (like Stonehenge, but without the

stones).  This is located in the land behind the garage on the A6097. 

The Romans - English Queen Boudicca allegedly defeated the Roman IX Legion near

here in the 1st century AD

The Vikings  - The Danes sailed up the Trent and settled at Gunthorpe.A ferry at Gun-

thorpe (then called Gulnetorp) was documented in Domesday Book and was also

mentioned throughout the Medieval period.

The Bridge The Old Gunthorpe toll bridge was built on the site of a ford and ferry that

had existed since Roman times. The Gunthorpe Bridge Company raised £7,500 in £10

shares, laid the foundation stone in 1873 and completed the largely iron structure in

1875. The tolls were horse and carriage 1/-, horse and wagon 6d, horse alone 3d, peo-

ple and passengers 1d, motorcycles 3d, cars 1/- and lorries 2/6. In 1925 the Gunthorpe

Bridge Act empowered the council to buy the owners out, demolish the bridge and re-

place it with the present one.  This was the first toll bridge in the country to be replaced

by a free one. 

The Gunthorpe formation mudstones are mined for both clay and gypsum at various

quarries around Nottinghamshire
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6. Parish Map
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7. Gunthorpe Present
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8. Summary of results of the

questionnaire

The following priorities have been identified: 

1. Improved traffic management and improved access to the A6097 from the north 

end of Main Street

2. A revised plan regarding river management and its implementation 

3. Renewable energy and conservation initiatives 

4. Improvements at the riverside

5. New or improved community facilities

6. A village web site

A few facts:

o 146 questionnaires were returned from households within the village. This was very 

nearly half of all households.

o 336 people occupied the 146 households that returned questionnaires. There are 

just over 11% more females in those households than males.

o The 22-59 years age group accounts for nearly half of all occupants of households 

that returned questionnaires. One of every five people is between the ages of 60 

and 74 with just over one in every ten over 75. One in every five people in 

respondent households is under the age of 21. 

o The occupants of nearly six of every ten respondents have lived in their homes for 

more than 15 years.

o Households gave 47 ideas that they felt would enhance the community and 

information on 83 ideas, opportunities, issues and concerns not raised within the 

questionnaire itself.

Information and Communication

o Communication from the Parish Council was considered to be reasonable or well 

done by over eight out of ten households. 

o Most people find out about what’s on and village news through the village 

newsletter and by word of mouth. 

o The parish magazine, village notice board and local newspapers all play an 

important part in the communication process. 

o The development of community website was supported by more that eight out of 

every ten households and the most popular topics to be included were identified 

as being local news, bus/train information, village hall events, flood information 

and local environmental issues.

o Nearly four out of every ten households felt that signage is the best way to publicise 

public footpaths followed closely by the village website and the village notice board.  
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Renewable energy and waste conservation

o Nine out of every ten households are in favour of the village researching 
opportunities for benefiting from potential generation of renewable energy.  

o Three quarters felt the village should work towards carbon neutral status.

o Six out of every ten households would be in favour of wind generators that are 
appropriately located and sized.

o Nearly seven out of every ten would like to see a hydro – electric generation 
facility benefiting the residents of the village.

o The majority of households said recycling facilities for the households and the 
community should be improved and nearly eight out of every ten were also in 
favour of a composting initiative.

o Nearly nine out every ten households felt that the village should seek funding for 
researching the feasibility of obtaining Local Nature Reserve Status. 

o Nearly every household would like to see the improved maintenance and 
enhancement of trees and hedgerows around the village and the creation of 
‘community woodland’ in appropriate areas.

o Dog mess is the biggest concern of households when asked about difficulties with 
footpaths and bridleways – nearly half noted it. Three out of every ten also noted 
overgrown routes and mud and water as a problem. 

o Some households are concerned that roadside drains are not cleaned on a 
regular basis.

o There is also a concern about fly tipping.

Riverside

o Six out of every ten households would like to see the improvement of the 

bridleway and footpaths between the Unicorn and Toll House. 

o More that four out of every ten would like to see the tearoom developed.

o There are some concerns expressed about noise from the pubs and car parking. 

River Management

o One in ten of every household reported that they had suffered flood damage. 

o Some people said they would like to see some promotion saying that floods do not

affect most of the houses in the village.

o There is a high awareness of the work of GEFAG.

o Six in every ten households said that they were comfortable or happy with the level

of information available regarding risk from flooding.

o Seven out of every ten households said that they would like to see flood 

information provided on a village web site.

o A publicity scheme to bring Gunthorpe’s flooding plight to the attention of the 

public was favoured by half of households.  

o The need for a revised scheme of flooding defences and its implementation was 

supported by nearly nine out of every ten households.  
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Transport and Traffic 

o The majority of households (eight out of every ten) use their car for shopping on a 
weekly basis and just over half for work. Seven out of every ten use their car for 
weekly social activities.

o ‘For shopping’ is the most cited reason for using the bus service on a weekly basis 
from Gunthorpe followed by work and social reasons.

o Most people never use the bus service and about a third had no opinion about 
the quality of the bus service.

o Cycling is an alternative form of transport for just over one third of households 
followed by taxi and the train from Lowdham.

o Very few households car share and are interested in being involved is a car sharing venture 

Village Roads

o Speed of traffic on village roads and by the riverside is of concern to about half of 
households and some would like to see speed limits of 20mph introduced on 
village roads.

o Some see car parking on village roads as a problem and complain that motorbikes 
go through the village too fast and are noisy.

o A number of residents would like to see a one-way system and sleeping policeman introduced.

o The approach road to the bridge concerned six out of every ten households.

A6097

o The majority of households want to see improved access to the A6097 at the north 
end of Main Street and traffic lights installed. 

o Most households also want to see junction improvements on the approach road to the bridge.

o Speed of traffic concerns a half of households with regards to the A6097. 

Community Facilities

o Only one in every ten household said they never used or visited the village hall.

o More than half of households want to see the Parish supporting a new village hall 
and a sports pavilion/facility. A play area was also considered as being important 
by more than half of respondents. 

o Nearly seven out of every ten households would be willing to be encouraged to 
participate more in village life and help raise funds if a new or redeveloped village 
hall/sports play facility was progressed.

o Householders would like to see more village events organised

Church

o Almost every household that returned a questionnaire said the village church is 

important to them for one reason or another.

o Baptisms, weddings and funerals were reasons six out of every ten households used the church.

o More than five out of every ten households said they used the church at least occasionally. 
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Young People

o More children of householders who filled in the questionnaire attend Gunthorpe 

Primary School than any other school or college identified. 

o There are young people living in the village who attend secondary, further or 

higher places of education.

o Leisure facilities for young children, teenagers and young adults are considered to 

be poor.

o Three out of every ten wished to see youth facilities developed.

Services to the Village

o Nearly half of respondents said that drains standards and the police service are 

poor. 

o Nearly one in every five felt that telephone standards were poor. Over half of 

respondents said that the electricity supplies was either reasonable or poor.

o Nearly one in every three households rate mobile reception as poor.

o Seven out of every ten households said that street cleaning was only reasonable or 

poor.

o Nearly half of households think the village is not big enough for shopkeepers to be 

interested in opening a business in the village but eight out of ten say they would 

like to see the encouragement of a local retail shop. Indeed, a half says that they 

would be willing to pay more for a convenience store. 

Village Life and Leisure 

o Nearly seven out of every ten households said they were a part of Neighbourhood Watch.

o It appears from the returned questionnaires that most households were not 

affected by anti social issues but speeding was noted more than any other issue. 

o Three in every ten households are presently involved in village sports, social groups 

or leisure activities and nearly a quarter of households said they travel to 

neighbouring areas to participate.

o Most households rated the village’s provision of leisure facilities as being adequate or poor. 

o Over half of households said that they would be prepared in someway to help 

enhance or improve the village.

o Households are divided about the encouragement of tourism in the village. Those 

householders that were in favour suggest wide ranges of village attractions are 

promoted (pubs, restaurants, lock and riverside).

Involvement

o Most households (seven out of every ten) would not be willing to help organise the 

Gunthorpe Gala.

o More that eight out of every ten households have not attended a Council meeting 

in the past year.
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Issues

- Access to A6097 at the north end of Main Street is a major problem – residents would 

like to see traffic lights installed.

- Junction improvements on approach road to bridge needed and improvements to 

road needed generally

- Speed of traffic on village roads and riverside problematic – residents would like 20 

mph speed limit

- Noisy fast motorcycles are a concern.

- On-street parking especially on the approach to School and sports field are a concern

Actions

To promote safe access and egress on A6097

- Site meeting with NCC Highways and GPC to discuss installation of traffic triggered 

traffic lights at north end of village

- Regular cutting of hedges and bushes on road and junction at south exit

- Verges cleaned, edges of roads repaired, resurfaced and yellow lines painted correctly.

- Double white lines down the centre of the bridge

- Street lights on bridge approaching road junction

- 7.5 tonne weight limit (excepting buses) on approach road.

- “SLOW” signs evaluation 

- Speed sensitive illuminated signs evaluation

- Develop car parking at playing field

- Maintenance of all village roads

Lead Partners 

– Gunthorpe Parish Council

– NCC Highways

– District Councillor

– County Councillor

– NCC Building Better Communities

Gunthorpe Parish Plan

9. The Village Plan and actions

identified

ABBREVIATIONS USED IN ACTION PLANS

GPC - Gunthorpe Parish Council

NCC - Nottinghamshire County Council

NSDC - Newark and Sherwood District Council

RCAN - Rural Community Action Nottinghamshire

Transport and Traffic 
Action Plan



Issues

- Few people suffer flood damage but the village can get isolated when the river 
bursts it banks. Residents feel that the media exaggerate flooding problems and 
perceptions need changing.

- Improved river management and revised scheme of flood defences are felt to be a 
priority by most residents

Management of river waters
Action Plan

Actions

- Update 1982 co-ordinated flooding plan

- Identify responsibilities

- Keep relevant planning applications under review

- Monitor drains, dykes and culverts and take remedial action

- Comment on Pit Report

Lead Partners

- GFAG

- Gunthorpe Parish Council

- Undefended Villages Association

- NCC Scrutiny Committee

- NSDC

- Environment Agency

- NCC Highways

Issues

- Residents are in favour of working towards carbon neutral status. They are also in 
favour of appropriately located wind generators and a hydro electric generation 
facility to benefit the village.

- Improved recycling facilities are needed, a composting initiative and village 
allotments would be welcomed

Actions

- Set up an action group to investigate accessing local sources of energy

- Investigate glass recycling collection point for the village.

- Investigate summer weekly garden waste collection point

- Research demand and support for allotments in the village. Identify and access funding.

Lead Partner

- NSDC

- Gunthorpe Parish Council 

Gunthorpe Parish Plan
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Issues

- People would like to see improvements to the bridleway and footpaths between the 

Unicorn, the Toll House and the Tea Rooms developed.

- Improved maintenance and enhancement of trees and hedgerows, creation of 

community woodland and researching feasibility of obtaining Local Nature Reserve 

status

Riverside improvements
Action Plan

Actions

- Preserve and conserve total Gunthorpe Parish riverside by:-

o Setting up action group

o Developing a strategy covering:-

+ Negotiating and purchasing land or to rent at peppercorn rents

+ Negotiating with owners to clean and maintain land

+ Negotiating with Authorities to reinstate gates, fences hedgerows and 
to remove obstructions.

+ Negotiating with riverbank owners to reinstate banks

+ Negotiating with river users to eliminate riverbank damage

- To enhance riverside amenities for walkers, cyclists and horse riders

- To create wildlife habitat by working with wildlife groups to survey habitat, flora and 

fauna and to propose plans for conservation, preservation and enhancement

- To create a carbon sink by planting trees and/or a wild flower meadow.

Lead partners

- Parish Council Committee

(Actions cover 2008 to 2012)
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Actions

- To have a village hall which is flexible and energy efficient with storage and sports 
changing and showering facilities.

- To develop the playing fields to provide a choice of facilities

- To set up project groups to manage these actions:-

o To obtain planning permissions, develop a business plan, identify and access funding 
and engage an architect.

o Liaise with other village hall committees who have successfully obtained funding.

o To arrange an energy audit

o To seek quotations for a playpark for 2 – 12 year olds and identify funding for same.

o To provide a hard enclosed surface for basketball, five-a-side football, etc for ages 
up to 14 years and identify funding for same.

o To maintain one full size football pitch.

Lead Partners:

- NSDC

- Playpark Suppliers

- Gunthorpe Playpark committee

Actions

- Residents and the wider community will be informed and included by:-

o Setting up a dedicated website

o Finding website designer and sponsorship.

o Go live April 2008 with press release www. gunthorpe.org.uk

o Systems in place to update website

o Website maintenance systems in place

o Communications group to be formed with responsibility for website development 
and village newsletter.

Lead Partner – Parish Council

Issues

- Improved communication from Parish Council needed, 

- Access to village information important.

Information and communication
Action Plan

Issues

- Most people in the village have used or visited the village hall and playing field. 
There is now a need to update, extend or replace the facilities, including a new 
children’s play area

Community Facilities
Action Plan
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10.   The next Steps

The publication and distribution of Gunthorpe’s Village Plan is a major step but is only

really the beginning. 

The Parish Council has approved and adopted this planning document and is responsi-

ble for its implementation. 

Each strategic part of the Village Plan will be supported by a Parish Councillor with an

Action Group made up of volunteers identified by the consultation process. 

Reports from Action Groups will be received regularly at Parish council Meetings.

Remember, the Village Plan is an important document, which affects the way Gun-

thorpe will develop over the next few years. It is a means by which Gunthorpe’s voice

can be heard and makes known those issues that affect our community and it pro-

motes the changes that our village community wants to see at local levels.

The Village Plan identifies and prioritieses key issues that we have identified  that are

important to our community and it is a mechanism that enables the village commu-

nity to engage meaningfully with the local planning process and complements and

helps deliver local planning policies and frameworks.

The Village Plan is useful in identifying and planning action that the local community

can undertake itself and it will help us access funding for projects.



11. Contacts

Strategic Action Areas

Transport and traffic Roy Thornhill

Management of river waters Mick Bowles

Renewable energy and waste 

minimisation Alan Reed

Riverside improvements Peter Platten

Community Facilities Linda Robinson

Communication Cam Pearson

Other key people

Steering Committee Chair Lesley Jeffery

Parish Council Chair Lesley Jeffery

Parish Councillors Roy Thornhill

Parish Councillor Jennifer Williamson

Parish Councillor Mick Bowles

Parish Councillor Tony Everington

Parish Councillor Peter Platten

Parish Councillor Helen Sutton

Parish Council Clerk Gordon Oldham

District Councillor Roger Jackson

County Councillor Andy Stewart

Parish Newsletter Editor Paul Jeffery

Village Hall Chair Patricia Greggs 

y logging on to
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Gunthorpe’s Web Site
www.gunthorpe.org.uk

Supported by

Design + Print by BlueCat; A social enterprise. 01623 727600
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